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therefore,, there was no difference between the Bishops and clergy of our own and of all other Christian Churches. Our Metropolitans and their suffragans acted by the same rules here, as they did in all other countries. They held these assemblies by the same power, convened the same persons, and did the same things in them. When the papal authority had prevailed here, as in most other kingdoms and countries in Europe, by the leave of our kings and at the command of the legates sent from Rome, another and yet larger sort of councils were introduced amongst us, of the Bishops and Prelates of the whole realm. These were properly national Church councils; and were wont to be held for some special designs, which either the pope, the king, or both, had to promote by them.
Bat besides these synods common to us with all other Christian Churches, and which were in their nature and end as well as constitution properly and purely ecclesiastical; two other assemblies there were of the clergy of this realm, peculiar to our own state and country: in which the clergy were convened, not for the spiritual affairs of the Church, but for ihe good and benefit of the realm, and to act as members of the one as well as of the other. Now the occasion of these was this : When the faith of CHRIST was thoroughly planted here, and the piety of our ancestors had liberally endowed the Bishops and clergy of the Church with temporal lands and possessions ; not only the opinion which they had of their prudence and piety prompted them to take the most eminent of them into their public councils, but the interest which they had by that means in the state made it expedient so to do, ami' to commit the direction and management of offices and affairs to them. Hence our Bishops first, and then some of our other Prelates (as abbots and priors), were very early brought into the great councils of the realm, or parliament ; and there consulted and acted together with the laity. And in process of time, our Princes began to have a further occasion for them. For being increased in number, and with that in their wealth too, not only our Kings, but the people began to think it reasonable, that the clergy should bear a part in the public burdens,